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Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 54, 
which supports the creation of a National Hur-
ricane Museum and Science Center in South-
west Louisiana. The creation of a National 
Hurricane Museum and Science Center in 
southwest Louisiana will serve as a historical 
reminder for all Americans as well as the rest 
of the world of the importance of disaster pre-
paredness. 

We must not forget the depths of the devas-
tation and despair of Hurricane Katrina that re-
sulted from the lack of proactive disaster plan-
ning and preparedness. Hurricane Katrina was 
the costliest and one of the deadliest hurri-
canes in the history of the United States. It 
was the sixth-strongest Atlantic hurricane ever 
recorded and the third-strongest hurricane on 
record that made landfall in the United States. 
Katrina formed on August 23 during the 2005 
Atlantic hurricane season and caused devas-
tation along much of the north-central Gulf 
Coast of the United States. Most notable in 
media coverage were the catastrophic effects 
on the city of New Orleans, Louisiana, and in 
coastal Mississippi. Due to its sheer size, 
Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast as far as 
100 miles from the storm’s epicenter. 

Mr. Speaker, the images of the detriment 
and devastation remain deeply etched in my 
mind and much of the remnants of the tragedy 
still remain in those communities today. The 
storm surge caused severe and catastrophic 
damage along the Gulf coast, devastating the 
cities of Bay St. Louis, Waveland, Biloxi/Gulf-
port in Mississippi, Mobile, Alabama, and Sli-
dell, Louisiana and other towns in Louisiana. 
Levees separating Lake Pontchartrain and 
several canals from New Orleans were 
breached a few days after Hurricane Katrina 
had subsided, subsequently flooding 80% of 
the city and many areas of neighboring par-
ishes for weeks. In addition, severe wind dam-
age was reported well inland. 

Although we continue to mourn the loss of 
the thousands of victims who perished in Hur-
ricane Katrina and its aftermath, we must still 
push forward to gain knowledge and insight 
about these disastrous hurricanes and their ef-
fects on the public. The Hurricane Center has 
the potential to provide a great source of edu-
cational service to the American public as con-
cerns about the rapidly changing climate in 
hurricane-prone regions rise. 

The Hurricane Center will not only educate 
but also motivate the young and the old in the 
fields of meteorology, environmental science, 
sociology, conservation, economics, history, 
communications, and engineering. In addition, 
the Hurricane Center can benefit everyone by 
providing resources that inform the public on 
preparing, surviving and recovering from nat-
ural disasters such as Hurricane Katrina. 
Hopefully, this will enable us to avoid such 
needless and devastating results as those 
from Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath. 

Examining technology, engineering, and 
preservation of natural barriers all can help to 
reduce the impact of hurricanes. It is only ap-
propriate that the effects of hurricanes and the 
rebuilding efforts be captured in a comprehen-
sive center such as a National Hurricane Mu-
seum and Science Center to interpret the ef-
fects of hurricanes in and outside of Louisiana. 
For these reasons, I strongly support H. Con. 
Res. 54 and urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting the creation of a Museum and 
Science Center that will serve to remind and 

educate Americans about the importance of 
hurricane disaster preparedness. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res. 
54. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE OUACHITA NATIONAL 
FOREST ON ITS 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 390) recognizing 
the importance of the Ouachita Na-
tional Forest on its 100th anniversary. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 390 

Whereas on December 18, 1907, President 
Theodore Roosevelt created by proclamation 
the Arkansas National Forest on reserved 
public domain lands south of the Arkansas 
River; 

Whereas on April 29, 1926, President Calvin 
Coolidge issued an Executive Order to 
change the name of the Arkansas National 
Forest to the Ouachita National Forest to 
reflect both the name of the mountains em-
braced by the national forest and the name 
of the principal river which drains the na-
tional forest; 

Whereas Ouachita is the French spelling of 
a Native American word meaning ‘‘good 
hunting ground’’; 

Whereas the Ouachita National Forest 
today encompasses approximately 1.8 million 
acres in Arkansas and eastern Oklahoma and 
offers a variety of recreation areas, scenic 
areas, wilderness areas, historic resources, 
and timber and other forest products to the 
Nation; and 

Whereas the Ouachita National Forest is 
the largest and oldest national forest in the 
southern region of the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That on the 100th anniversary of 
the creation of the Ouachita National For-
est, the House of Representatives recognizes 
the important contributions of the Ouachita 
National Forest to the success of the United 
States in conserving the environment and 
ensuring that our natural resources remain 
sources of pride for our citizens, our commu-
nities, and our Nation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) 
and the gentleman from Utah (Mr. 
CANNON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 

and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 

House Resolution 390 was introduced 
by my colleague, the gentleman from 
Arkansas, Representative Mike Ross. 

The bill would express recognition by 
the House of Representatives of the im-
portance of the Ouachita National For-
est on its centennial. 

The Ouachita is the largest and the 
oldest national forest in the southern 
region of the United States. 

On December 18, 1907 President Theo-
dore Roosevelt proclaimed the estab-
lishment of what he called Arkansas 
National Forest. Nineteen years later, 
by Executive order, President Calvin 
Coolidge changed the name of the for-
est to the Ouachita National Forest, 
reflecting the name of both the local 
mountains and the main river running 
through the forest. 

The forest encompasses six wilder-
ness areas, seven scenic areas and 11 
shooting ranges, as well as 35 rec-
reational areas, including the 26,445- 
acre Winding Stair National Recre-
ation Area. 

Mr. Speaker, Ouachita is a note-
worthy unit of our National Forest 
System, and it is appropriate that we 
take this action today to celebrate the 
forest’s centennial. 

I want to commend and congratulate 
my colleague, Representative ROSS, for 
his commitment and leadership on this 
matter. We support the passage of 
House Resolution 390 and urge its adop-
tion by the House today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of House Resolution 390, and 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

House Resolution 390 has been ade-
quately explained by the majority, and 
I urge its adoption. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield such time as he may consume to 
the sponsor of the bill, the gentleman 
from Arkansas, MIKE ROSS. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of House Resolution 390, a 
resolution honoring and recognizing 
the importance of Ouachita National 
Forest on its 100th anniversary. I am 
very fortunate to represent a good part 
of the Ouachita National Forest within 
the Fourth Congressional District of 
Arkansas. 

I’m also pleased that the entire Ar-
kansas Congressional Delegation, Con-
gressmen JOHN BOOZMAN, VIC SNYDER 
and MARION BERRY have joined me in 
supporting and cosponsoring this bipar-
tisan bill honoring one of our Nation’s 
true national treasures. 

This marks the 100th birthday or an-
niversary, if you will, of one the larg-
est and oldest national forests in the 
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southern region of the United States, 
the Ouachita National Forest. 

As Chairwoman CHRISTENSEN indi-
cated, in 1907 President Theodore Roo-
sevelt created the Arkansas National 
Forest on reserved public lands south 
of the Arkansas River. And by 1926 
President Calvin Coolidge issued an 
Executive order to change the name of 
the forest to the Ouachita National 
Forest, named after the Ouachita 
Mountains, which stretch from near 
the center of Arkansas to southeast 
Oklahoma, and after the principal river 
which drains the national forest, the 
Ouachita River. 

For the past 100 years, the Ouachita 
National Forest has remained a vast, 
magnificent region that offers spectac-
ular recreation, scenic and wilderness 
areas for numerous visitors from 
throughout the world. The forest pro-
vides an array of activities, ranging 
from ATV recreational activities and 
opportunities, to hiking and to moun-
tain biking to horseback riding trails 
and swimming. The forest also con-
tains five lakes, often referred to as 
‘‘Diamond Lakes,’’ which are known 
for their crystal clear quality and 
beautiful scenery. 

In addition to the scenic views and 
outdoor activities the forest has to 
offer, the Ouachita National Forest is 
also one of the only places in the 
United States that contains an incred-
ible crater area which allows visitors 
and rock collectors to dig for real dia-
monds and quartz crystals. 

Today the Ouachita National Forest 
also includes more than 1.8 million 
acres in Arkansas and eastern Okla-
homa, and provides timber and forestry 
products throughout the United States. 

And while the word ‘‘Ouachita’’ is 
the French spelling of the Native 
American word for ‘‘good hunting 
ground,’’ the forest also contains six 
locations that have been designated as 
wilderness areas covering 65,000 acres. 
These areas provide environmentally 
safe habitats for wildlife and fish, in-
cluding many threatened and endan-
gered species, as well as watershed pro-
tection and improvement and wilder-
ness area management. 

This resolution honors and recog-
nizes all the important services and 
contributions that the Ouachita Na-
tional Forest continues to make avail-
able to visitors all across our country 
and throughout the world who come 
here to visit and to the spirit and prac-
tice of ensuring that our natural re-
sources remain sources of pride for our 
citizens, our communities and, yes, our 
Nation. 

I’m proud to sponsor a resolution 
commemorating its 100th anniversary, 
and I urge my colleagues to vote in 
favor of House Resolution 390 today 
and honor Ouachita National Forest’s 
centennial celebration. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers on this matter, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 390. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RIVERSIDE-CORONA FEEDER 
WATER SUPPLY ACT 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1139) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to plan, design 
and construct facilities to provide 
water for irrigation, municipal, domes-
tic, and other uses from the Bunker 
Hill Groundwater Basin, Santa Ana 
River, California, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1139 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Riverside- 
Corona Feeder Water Supply Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

For the purposes of this Act, the following 
definitions apply: 

(1) DISTRICT.—The term ‘‘District’’ means 
the Western Municipal Water District, Riv-
erside County, California. 

(2) PROJECT.—The term ‘‘Project’’ means 
the Riverside-Corona Feeder Project and as-
sociated facilities. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 
SEC. 3. PLANNING, DESIGN, AND CONSTRUCTION 

OF THE RIVERSIDE-CORONA FEED-
ER. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the Western Municipal Water 
District, is authorized to participate in the 
planning, design, and construction of a water 
supply project, the Riverside-Corona Feeder, 
which includes 20 groundwater wells, ground-
water treatment facilities, water storage and 
pumping facilities, and 28 miles of pipeline in 
San Bernardino and Riverside Counties, Cali-
fornia. 

(b) AGREEMENTS AND REGULATIONS.—The 
Secretary may enter into such agreements 
and promulgate such regulations as are nec-
essary to carry out this section. 

(c) FEDERAL COST SHARE.— 
(1) PLANNING, DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION.—The 

Federal share of the cost to plan, design, and 
construct the project described in subsection 
(a) shall be not more than 25 percent of the 
total cost of the project, not to exceed 
$50,000,000. 

(2) STUDIES.—The Federal share of the cost 
to complete the necessary planning studies 
associated with the project described in sub-
section (a) shall not exceed 50 percent of the 
total study cost and shall be included as part 
of the limitation on funds provided in para-
graph (1). 

(d) IN-KIND SERVICES.—In-kind services 
performed by the Western Municipal Water 
District shall be part of the local cost share 
to complete the project described in sub-
section (a). 

(e) LIMITATION.—Funds provided by the 
Secretary under this section shall not be 

used for operation or maintenance of the 
project described in subsection (a). 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary to carry out this Act $50,000,000 or 
25 percent of the total cost of the Project, 
whichever is less. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) 
and the gentleman from Utah (Mr. 
CANNON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

The purpose of H.R. 1139, as amended, 
is to authorize the Secretary of the In-
terior to plan, design and construct 
water facilities for municipal, domestic 
irrigation and other uses in the Bunker 
Hill Groundwater Basin, Santa Ana 
River in California. 

H.R. 1139, as amended, would author-
ize limited Federal financial assistance 
for the design and construction of 20 
groundwater wells, groundwater treat-
ment facilities, water storage and 
pumping facilities and 28 miles of pipe-
line in San Bernardino and Riverside 
Counties of California. 

b 1450 

The West, now more than ever, must 
explore and identify new ways of pro-
viding a reliable water supply to meet 
the current and future water demands 
of a rapidly growing population. H.R. 
1139, as amended, seeks to accomplish 
this by building new pipelines and in-
frastructure that would allow for the 
storage of conserved water in ground-
water basins. 

This project would also serve to pro-
vide a critical emergency supply, aid in 
groundwater cleanup, and reduce de-
pendence on the Colorado River and 
the very sensitive Bay-Delta. 

I thank Mr. CALVERT for his efforts 
on this legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
1139, as amended. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 1139. H.R. 
1139, sponsored by the distinguished 
gentleman from California (Mr. CAL-
VERT), authorizes the Secretary of the 
Interior to assist the Western Munic-
ipal Water District in the planning, de-
sign, and construction of the Riverside- 
Corona Feeder. This project includes 
water storage, pumping facilities, and 
28 miles of pipeline in San Bernardino 
and Riverside Counties, California. 
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